
 

 

25th October 2018 
Issue 305 

This week’s theme was: Harvest 
 
As long as the earth continues, 
planting and harvest, cold and 
hot, summer and winter, day and 
night will not stop. 
 
Genesis 8:22 
 
 

 

 

Father God, 
  
We thank you for all you’ve given us. 
We thank you for the food that 
grows on the trees and in the 
ground. We are blessed to live in a 
place where we can choose between 
so many different foods to eat. We 
thank you for the hard work people 
have to do in order for us to have 
such foods. May you bless us as we 
remember your creation and bless 
the hands that look after it. 
 
 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Attendance – 96.31% 

   

Whole School Target – 95.6% 
 

15.10.18—19.10.18  
 

              Year 5   —  97.49% 

              Year 6   —  96.29% 

              Year 7   —  96.49% 

              Year 8  —   94.97% 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

In some ways it seems as if we have only just started back from the summer holidays. However, when I look 
back at how much has been packed into this half term, I realise that the start of the academic year is a fair 

while ago. There have been on-going sporting commitments alongside the daily routine of school, 
and our musical skills have been in evidence too. This was certainly the case at the annual Primrose 
Proms Concert, held in our school hall last Friday night, where a brass band and the Primrose Choir 
were joined by Walkwood’s own choir. Money raised by the event goes to support the work of our 
local hospice. 
 

The response to the Christmas shoe box appeal has been amazing. This afternoon will see the 
Year 6 pupils at The Bridge Church where the presents will be laid at the altar and thanksgiving 
is offered for the generosity of so many, to the children whom we shall never meet, who have 
so few things.  
 

The timing of the morning Homework Club is changing, as are the arrangements that we now need to put in 
place. This facility is for the completion of homework or for silent reading, and we shall be reinforcing this 
from the start of the next half term. 
 

Should you need to speak to a staff member, please be aware that it is not always possible for that to happen 
on the same day. Teachers and other support staff have their roles to perform, many of which mean they are 
with pupils during the school day, and teachers do carry out extra-curricular activities too. Thank you for the 
understanding of the vast many of you when you need to make contact. Don’t forget that you must always 
sign in at Reception if you are meeting with staff, except at a Parents’ Evening.  
 

My thanks to all the staff of our school who have supported pupils over the last few weeks, whether it is with-
in the classroom, as a tutor, or in one of the many other ways that involves keeping the school going. This also 
includes trying to return lost property to the correct child!  
 

    The older will serve the younger.   Romans 9:12  
 
Rev C Leach 
Principal 



 

 

 

For the week ahead 

The Fruit of Faith 

is: Achievement 

At last I have seen what is good and beautiful: it is to eat and 

drink and to enjoy the good in all our hard work under the sun 

during the brief lives God gives us. That is our lot in life. 

Ecclesiastes 5:18 

The tutor group 

virtue: 
Determination 

That is why I run straight for the finish line; that is why I am like 

a boxer who does not waste his punches. I harden my body 

with blows and bring it under complete control, to keep myself 

from being disqualified after having called others to the con-

test. 

The assembly 

theme: 

Remembrance 

(WW2) 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 

them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 

them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no 

more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the 

first things have passed away.’ And the one who was seated on 

the throne said, ‘See I am making all things new.’ 

Revelation 21: 3-5 

We ask for your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for: 

The weekend 
A relaxing and restful half term 
for staff and students 

Monday 
Those who are struggling in pov-
erty 

Tuesday 
The teachers and support staff of 
St Luke’s First School 

Wednesday 
The homeless as the weather tem-
perature drops 

Thursday 
The NHS doctors, nurses and 
support staff 

Friday The upcoming Book Fayre 

by  Ryan Moisy, Y8 



 

 

 

 

We are hosting a children’s BOOK FAIR from Travelling Books on the following dates:  

 

Monday 5th November until Friday 9th November 2018 

 

A timetable has been created to allow all pupils to view and buy books. Leaflets with a small selection of 

the titles available are being sent home.  There are hundreds of titles to choose from, so please feel free to 

browse from the full selection on  www.travellingbooks.co.uk  

Please note that the library is also open at break times and at lunchtime for purchases ONLY. 

Great ideas for Birthday or Christmas presents. 

After half term, Year 5 and 6 English teachers will be setting a ‘VIPERS’ sheet for the Monday reading 

homework tasks.  These tasks are focused around specific reading skills (Vocabulary – Inference – Predic-

tion – Explain – Retrieve – Summarise), which are linked to the SAT Content Domains.  Your child’s reading 

progress will improve further if pupils can practise and discuss these skills with you at home as frequently 

as possible.  We would like the weekly homework session to be completed in the following way please:  

 Listen to your child read their Renaissance reading book for 10/15 minutes. 

 Look at the VIPERS sheet which has come home that week.  

 Work through some or all of the questions on the sheet, in reference to the book your child has read 

to you.  Should you need some help, there are exemplar, modelled VIPERS sheets on our website in 

the ‘Pupils’ section, with suggested answers to each question.  These are not exhaustive, but are ex-

amples of the sort of response which each question requires.  These modelled sheets refer to an ex-

tract of ‘Wind in the Willows’, also on the website.   

 Your child will write their answers on the sheet – these can be quite brief – and then hand in the 

sheet to their English teacher for the homework due date.  There is a comments section for parents 

also.     

Renaissance quizzing at home 

On a separate note, should you like your child to quiz on Renaissance books at home (including books 

from home which they might have read in their spare time, and which appear on the Renaissance sys-

tem), please go to the following URL, where your child can login and take their quiz in the usual way:   

https://ukhosted23.renlearn.co.uk/2250823/default.aspx  

Many thanks for your continued hard work with supporting your child with his/her reading progress. 

 

Mrs M Johnson  

Head of English  

http://www.travellingbooks.co.uk
https://ukhosted23.renlearn.co.uk/2250823/default.aspx


 

 

Year 6 SATs Information Evening 2018 

On Wednesday 7th November, we will be holding our annual Standardised Attainment 

Tests (SATs) Information Evening from 6:30-7:45 pm.  

The format of the evening will be as follows: 

6:30-6:45 pm General information about SATs and SATs week. 

6:45-7:45 pm English and Maths workshops, where you will be given subject specific information and a 

flavour of the types of questions that will be asked of your child.  

If you have not had experience of the SATs before I would recommend you attend, as the introduction 

of a new curriculum in September 2014 has meant changes to the tests and the way in which the re-

sults of the tests are reported to parents.  

Pupils need not attend the information evening. 

Year 7 Curriculum Information Evening 2018 

On Wednesday 7th November, we will be holding a curriculum information evening for Year 7 parents 

and carers. The evening will run from 6:30-7:30pm. 

The evening will consist of a short presentation on the Key Stage 3 Curriculum including an overview of 

expectations, topics and standards. Representatives from the Maths and English Departments will 

then present some subject specific information about their curriculum areas.   

Pupils do not need to attend this evening.  

On Sunday morning I went apple picking with Sophie Davies and Harriet Coates. 
We went to a farm in Newent. It took an hour to get there.  

We had to choose an aisle to pick some apples. You cannot just pull the apple off 
the tree. You have to roll it or twist it and then pull. We did face some soggy 

mud and I twisted my ankle stand-
ing on hard apples and apple mush. Our shoes and socks 
were super soggy.  The reason we did it was because if 
the apples were not picked they would be left to go 
mouldy on the trees and be wasted. Picking them to be 
used instead is called gleaning.  
 
Altogether the group we were with picked 4 tonnes of 
apples - which is millions of apples! The apples will be 
shared out to community groups so they will be eaten. 
About 1 tonne will be made into juice which will be sold to 
raise money for Bromsgrove and Redditch Welcome Ref-
ugees. We also brought some back for the children at 
Walkwood.  



 

 

Ski Trip 2020 

 

 

 

I am thrilled to say we have had an overwhelming response to the Ski Trip 2020 launch. I have been in 

touch with the tour operators and I am able to increase the numbers to 60 pupils without it changing the 

cost of the trip due to increasing transport vehicles.  The only hold up I am currently facing is confirmation 

that the hotel can accommodate this increase in numbers. Our tour operators are waiting to hear from 

their Austrian agents, but as soon as they do I will let you know. I apologise for this hold up and would like 

to re-assure you that offer of a place and reserve list letters will be sent home as soon as is possible. Thank 

you for your patience with this.  

 

Mrs L Cull 

 

Year 5 Brecon Beacons Trip 

Offer of a place and reserve list letters should have been received for all pupils who returned the reply slip.  

We would like to remind you that the total cost of the trip is £170 of which a 

non-refundable deposit of £50 is required by Friday 26th October. Subsequent 

payments, also non-refundable, are due as follows and must be adhered to as 

these have been set by the travel company: 

2nd payment of £60 required by Friday 18th January 2019. 

Final payment of £60 required by Friday 5th April 2019. 

Smaller more frequent payments can be made as long as the totals above are paid by the dates stated. 

We ask that all payments be made using Parentpay, our payment system for which you should already 

have received a personalised letter stating your log in details.  

Please note that once money has been paid to the travel company they will not 

refund us, therefore it cannot be refunded to parents/carers. 

If you have any further queries regarding the trip ,then please do not hesitate to 

contact either of us at school.  Nearer the time, we will be holding an infor-

mation evening where you will be given a kit list and all other necessary information. 

Please can you inform us by letter or phone if your child no longer wishes to take up their place on the trip. 

 

Mrs L Cull and Mr R Macdonald 



 

 

  Before School 

7:45am – 8:45am 

Lunchtime 

12.35 – 1.20PM 

After School 

3:30pm – 4:45pm 

Monday Homework Club 
DT Block 

8.00-8.45am 

 
  

Orchestra  
Music Room -  

8.45-9.30am (CGR) 
  

KS3 Art Club  
 starting 18th September (ECO) 

  

Choir (all year groups)  12.50-1.20pm 
Music Room 

(CGR) 
  

Monday lunchtime DT block  
Movie Club all years (AMI) starting 

Monday 17th September 

Homework Club 
DT Hub 3.30 – 4.30pm 

  

Kurling and Boccia Club  
(invite/sign up only) (NFO)  

3.30 – 4.45pm 

Tuesday Homework Club 
DT Block 

8.00-8.45am 

Signing Club 
(All year groups) 

Textiles Room (JHA) 

Homework Club 
DT Hub 3.30 – 4.30pm 

  

Cheerleading starting 13th (team 
selection after try outs) 
November 3.30-4.45pm 

LMO/KRE 
 

KS2 Science Club Lab 2  
3.30—4.30pm 

 
 

Wednesday Homework Club 
DT Block 

8.00-8.45am 

All years Silent Reading Club 
Rm 19 (LBA) 

Homework Club 
DT Hub 3.30 – 4.30pm 

  

Cooking Club 
3.30 – 4.45pm – (DSL) (rota of when 
you are cooking will be confirmed) 

  

Fitness (all years) 
3.30—4.45pm 

RMA/CHU/NFO/KRE 
 

Year 7/8 Rugby  until end of                      
November  

PJE 
  

Thursday 

  

  

  

Homework Club 
DT Block 

8.00-8.45am 

Choir (all year groups)  
Music Room - 12.50-1.20pm (CGR) 

 

Eco Schools Club  
Week 1 in  Room 21 (Lab 3) (MBI) 

First meeting Thursday 20th September 
2018. 

  

Homework Club 
DT Hub 3.30 – 4.30pm 

 
 KS2 Dance 

3.30-4.45pm 
LMO/KRE 

 
Another club to be confirmed 

CHU 

Friday 

  

  

Homework Club 
DT Block 

8.00-8.45am 

  Homework Club 
DT Hub 3.30 – 4.30pm 

 
Rec Football – NFO, CHU, RMA, 

(until end of November) 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils at Walkwood Church of England Middle School have the unique opportunity to complete their 

homework before and after school right here on site. Homework Club runs from Monday to Friday, 

before school, from the revised time of 08:00-08:45 in the library, then after school from 15:30-16:30 

in the DT Hub. If you would like your child to attend our Homework Club, please could you complete 

the registration form which can be found by Reception. This will inform us of your consent and will 

also give us an indication of when your child will be accessing the club. Before registering, please 

could you and your child read the rules and conditions which we expect each pupil to adhere to 

when they attend each session:  

 

 Only homework/classwork is to be completed at Homework Club 

 Pupils are to silent read/complete book quiz if assigned tasks have been completed 

 Pupils are to work quietly whilst allowing others to do likewise 

 Pupils must sign in on arrival and out when leaving 

 Pupils do have access to computers for work purposes ONLY- No games 

 Revised Pick-Up Arrangements- The PM Homework Club will run from 15:30-16:30 and pupils 

will no longer be able to be collected any earlier than 16:30. At this time, the member of staff 

on duty will bring ALL pupils out to the Feckenham Road entrance where they can be collect-

ed. 

Failure to comply with these rules will result in the withdrawal of this privilege for a stated period of 

time, in the first instance. Each session will have a maximum amount of pupils so we will inform you if 

any of the sessions are full. 

 

Last Friday evening Walkwood Choir performed in a super concert with the 

Primrose Choir and Avonbank Brass Band. Our school hall was decorated 

with bunting and flags to fit in with the Proms theme. Everyone was taken by surprise when the band 

started to play their opening march tune because they were quite loud! Next, the Primrose Choir sang a 

medley from Mamma Mia and then it was Walkwood’s turn to sing. Our children were brilliant and you 

could hear every word they sang.  

After some songs by the two choirs, more music from the band, the interval and the raffle, we got to the 

grand finale of the concert where everyone joined in with singing the traditional Proms songs of Land Of 

Hope And Glory, Rule Britannia and Jerusalem whilst waving flags in time to the music. It was a great fin-

ish to a great concert.  

Congratulations to all our Walkwood singers - I was extremely proud of you 

all! 

Mrs C Griffiths 



 

 

  
  
  

                    This week’s Word of the Week: 

 

  effervescence  

  

What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class? 
How many syllables does it have? 
Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words. 
Are there any synonyms for the word? 
Are there any antonyms for the word? 
Write four sentences, each containing the word. 
  

    Challenge: vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one 
as a command and one as an exclamation sentence. 
For example, if the Word of the Week were joyous: 
 
Statement: Xavier is feeling joyous this morning. 
Question: Does that music sound joyous to you? 
Command: Make yourself look a little more joyous. 
Exclamation: What a joyous evening! 
  
Show your tutor your notes on Word of the Week and receive a merit for answering the questions 
above! 
  

 

for  23rd September 2018 —  23rd October 2018 

 
Congratulations to: 
 
Top Girl   

 

Caitlin Banks  (Year 5 BJHD) - who has read an incredible 1,484,055 words       

 

Top Boy 

 

Samuel Curtis (Year 5 MDSL) - who has read a fantastic  855,570 words                               

 

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU …….    



 

 

Do you have a family member that fought in WW1 and you would like to honour and remember? 

Walkwood is looking to do a WW1 Remembrance display to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War. 

Please cut out the poppy template and write your family members’ details and your child’s name and tutor (a photo if possi-

ble) and send into Walkwood FAO Mrs West or email into school at office@walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk  Thank you to those 

who have done so already. 

1918         LEST WE FORGET        2018 

mailto:office@walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk


 

 

DATE ACTIVITY LOCATION OPEN TO COST LEADER 

  
May           

Fri 17—Mon 
20 

Outward Bound Yorkshire Y6 £ 300 Rev Leach 

June           

Thurs 20—
Sat 22 

Arts and Theatres London Y8 £ 300 Rev Leach 

Fri 21—Mon 
24 

Outward Bound 

  

Isle of Wight Y7 & 8 £ 315 Mr West 

Fri 21— 

Mon 24 

Outward Bound Brecon Beacons Y5 £ 170 Mr Macdonald / 
Mrs Cull 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Date Event 

2 

0 

1 

8 

 

 

 

 

Friday 26 October Staff Development Day 

Monday 29 October to  

Friday 2 November 

Half term 

Wednesday  7 November SATs Information Evening 6.30-7.45 pm 

Year 7 Curriculum Information Evening 6.30-7.30 pm 

Monday 26 November Parents’ Maths KS2 Workshop 6.30-7.30 pm 

Wednesday 19 December Christmas Concert 7.30 pm 

Friday 21 December End of Term 

2  

0  

1  

9   

Monday 7 January Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 8 January First day of the Spring Term 

Monday 21 January Parent English KS2 Workshop 6.30-7.30 pm 

Thursday 31 January Y6,Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.00-7.00 pm 

Wednesday 6 February Y6,Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.00-7.00 pm 

Monday 18 to Friday 22 February Half Term 

Friday 12 April End of Term 

Monday 29 April First day of the Summer Term 

Wednesday 8 May Y5 Brecon Beacons Information Evening 6.30 pm 

Monday 27 to Friday 31 May Half Term 

Thursday 6 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00-7.00 pm 

Wednesday 12 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00-7.00 pm 

Friday 19 July End of Term 


